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TEN

COOLING DOWN-REVISING

Never rhink of revising as fixing somerhing that is wrong.

That starts you off in a negarive frame of mind. Rather

rhink of it as an opportunirv to improvc something you al-

ready love,
-MARTON 

DANE BAUER

\ tr fr,Ung 
is demanding work. We learn from trial and error,

Y V from analyzing mistakes, and from what Samuel Beckett de-

scribed as "failing better." I am one of those writers whose work is
very bad until it isn't. I plod through dozens of rough drafts, embar-
rassed by thefu quality, until, one day, I am not ashamed anymore.

This means that I spend about ninety-five percent of my writrng
time revising. Even after mv books are published, I edit them every

Lime I read rhem ar a signing.

Manv writers focus on their first drafts, and consider revising dull
and painful. Nothing could be further from my experience. To use a

gardening analogu for beginners, planting is generally more fun than

weeding or pruning. But for seasoned gardeners, pruning and weed-

ing are cteative processes. A few minutes of careful culling can trans-

form a scraggly patch into a bouquet of startling coiors. A snip here,
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